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about to proceed towards the Crawford Market, it suddenly found
itself confronted by a body of mounted police, who had arrived there
to prevent it from proceeding further in the direction of the Fort. The
crowd was densely packed. The officer in charge of the mounted
police gave the order to disperse the crowd., and at once the mounted
party charged upon it brandishing their lances as they went. The
ranks of the people were soon broken, and they were thrown into
utter confusion. Some got trampled under foot, others were badly
mauled and crushed. The lancers blindly cut their way through the
crowd. The horsemen and' the people were mixed together in mad
confusion.
Gandhi's car was allowed to proceed. He went to Commissioner
Griffith's office to complain about the conduct of the police. The
officer defended the police action saying, "I have no doubt about
your intentions, but the people will not understand them." They
argued at length. Ultimately the commissioner said, "But suppose
you were convinced that your teaching had been lost on the people,
what would you do?" Gandhi replied, "I should suspend civil dis-
obedience if I were so convinced."
Here another officer interrupted and said : "Do you know what is
happening in Ahmedabad and what has happened in Amritsar?
People have everywhere gone nearly mad. The telegraph wires
have been cut in some places. I put it to you that the responsibility
for all these disturbances lies on you."
Gandhi took leave of the police officers saying that he intended
to address a meeting at Chowpati. On the historic sands Gandhi
spoke to a large audience on the duty of non-violence and on the
limitations of satyagraha :
"I have not been able to understand the cause of so much
excitement and disturbance that followed my detention. It is not
satyagraha. It is worse than duragraha. Those who join satyagraha
demonstrations were bound one and all to refrain at all hazard from
violence, not to throw stones or in any way to injure anybody.
In Bombay we have been throwing stones. We have obstructed
tram-cars by putting obstacles in the way. This is not satyagraha.
We have demanded the release of fifty men who had been arrested
for deeds of violence. Our duty now is chiefly to get ourselves
arrested. It is breach of religious duty to endeavour to secure the
release of those who have committed deeds of violence. We are not,